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THE SPELL OF ROMANIA

An American Woman's Narrative of Her Wanderings
Among Colorful People and Long-Hidden Shrines

By HENRIETTA

HAH! Chah! Chah!™ All

through my first night in Ro-

mnnta, & we sat in the car, hope-
lessly bogged down in a bottomless mud-
hiole, thise weird [alsetto cries, ariental in
thelr cudence, rang through our ears, T]:H!:.r
were uttered by pessants, who were urging
their sleepy oxen on to begin work before
dawn in their distant felds.

Some hours earlier, on our way to Sibiu,
oirr nights objective, we had gotten off
the main road and become completely lost.
At midnight, not having eaten since noon,
we entered an obscure village, {]h'l.-"]fm!‘rlj'.,
everyone had gone to bed except the nu-
merows canine population, which loudly re-
senfed our antrusion,

Ot of the darkness emerged the figure
of a man. We explained our plight, and he
tried to take us over a short cut to the main
roacd. Haliway there, unshkilliully guided.
we saddenly dropped into a mudhole. With
the aid of some passing peasants and their
six oxen, we worked [or many hours to ex-
tricate the car. Finnlly we gave up and
tried] 1o sleep in the cramped quarters of
our rondster,

At dawn our friend, feeling responsible
for the situation, arrived with more help.
After five hours of fruitless effort. we
learned of a neas-by Saxon farmer who
owned a trictor,  When we found him it
wis only to hear the sad news that the
machine was out of commission! He gave
us, however, al his house a hreakiast of

ALLEN HoLMES

freshly baked biack bread and honey, which
was manna from beaven to us

After a sofourn of some twanly hours in
the mud, with the help of four horses and
a dogen men, we were finally on our way
agin.

A day later, entering Bucharest, T ex-
perienced a great disappointment. It was
during the dry, hot month of July. On
every side intense waves of hent from the
flat Dapubian plain engulfed us, and the
green of the trees and grass was Hidden be-
nenth a thick coating of dust,

Diriving down the Chaussée, we passed
thnE: now dilapidated plaster Arc de Tri-

, built for the coronativn of King
I ‘erdinand and CQueen Marie,

Two years' residence in the country has
changed this first, unfortunate S10M,
Great charm, [ have learned, often les
under a dusl:}r and shabby surface. In fact,
I have fallen under the spell of Romania.

MANY INVASIDNS HAVE LEFT THEIR
IMTRINT

In Romania, East and West are so Inter-
woven it is difficult to see where one leaves
off and the other begins.

Perhaps the countless invasions which
have swept her land may partly account
for thiz strange blending of Orient and
Oecident. Each iovader, whether he be
Roman, Hun, Pole, or Turk, hos leff
his stromg imprint on the nature of the

people,
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THE KING ARHIVES WITH THE POMP OF YESTERDAY

White-plumed guards stand ke ramreds, Six coal-biack stallinns: prance into view ) the conch-
man enerprically crocks his whip, Siks, satine, snd brocades ol postilions and {oottnen flosh in th
n Thit rovsl carriage rolls to o stop.  Carol has come Lo ofn Pacllament (20w apposion, g

EWING YOUR PARTNERS IN THE GAY "maTora’l

On a (e dav in the Carpathlans, peasants enjoy 8 popular dance conskderably more rapdd than
the measiiied movements of the §ora (eee iHostratinn, page 433). “She dances ol the dance™ 3= a

pefisant Wiy ol savine o Yoy woinan bos reached mormageabls as¢. In thos ¢ase there 15 a decuded
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Pawn tep Sewman Bainstead

FROM THE BLUE DANUBE TO THE GRIEN HILLE OF BUCOVINA THIE AUTHOR
ROAMED

Hir travels

e among busy modern dties and: lonely rural byways, gypsy camps, and cavisr

fisheries, mountain haunts of logrers aod shepherds, She visited the reglons of oll and wheat, and

explored ttle-known fortified mnﬂ:r}u.
cerstinimed, diinces, and customs of cenimries past,

Thaugh Parig may be France, Bucharest
is hardly Romania. This capital has al-
mist nothing in common with the country.
Tt iz a gay, cosmopolitan city, often, if not
aptly, called the Little Paris of the Balkans,

Its streets are crowded with smartly
dressed women, officers resplendent in their
calorful uniforms and gold braid, and men
and women of the foreign colonies, who
contrast strikingly with peasants in native
dresses and gypsies in rags and tatters, Its
restoutants and coffechouses, nlways: fa-
mows for pood food, are abuzz with the
latest political rumors and gossip.

The opening, in the antumn, of Parlia-
ment by the King is o brillinnt event. For
several blocks and for hours, the Pulice
(uards in their bright bluee uniforms, high
patent leather jack boots, shining helmets
with white horsehair plumes, stand smartly
at attention until the members of Par-
liament, the Diplomatic Corps, the army
generals, and the King have passed.

verywhers she met tundy folk who cling to the guy

The great moments are the arrival and
departure of the King, in an open landan.
Footmen in satin breeches, long coats of
brocade, and three-cornered hats, and a
ferocious coachman cracking his whip at
six milk-white or coal-black stallions. on
whose hacks ride postilions in bright red
hunting costumes, add to the striking medie-
val picture (see opposite poge ),

We found it fun in winter to hire an
apien sleigh drawn by horses bedecked with
bells and red ribbons, and driven by a
coachman in g high fur ciciuld (cachoula),
a tull astrakhan ﬂﬂ.?, long velvet coat, and
wide girdle of metal.

There are still a few coachmen living in
Bucharest who belong to 8 curious alien
sect called Scopili, now almost extinct, The
men were allowed to marry, but at the birth
of the first child they were made sterile.
I =aw them often driving open carriages.
They are fat and their skin is like yellow
parchment.
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Fhotnemph by Wikheim Talilen
A-CYPEY FLOWER GIEL SURVEYS PROSPECTS WITH CALTCULATING EXT

The hare-tonted siidewnlk merchant of Bocharest then uses smikes pry] 2atiery to break down siles
resistance.  Althourh belo n_'in: tn oot of the pypsy famills which have ceazed wandering and
-|.II'-.|| lwn, sbe eloes nol grow bisr Dowers hersell, ot ldys themn ench morning at the nuaie
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THE WHITEWASHING PROFESSION 15 A RIT OVERCROWDED

Gypdy women wilh their long-handled brushes block a sidewalk, a5 if to compel the pedestrian to

“siumd and dellver™ st least a chiicken-coop or a fence to Keep them budy.,

Even In the cities white-

wish b widelhy used instend of paint. In the background at the right s o Bucharest railway station.

The wide avenue leading up to the Arc
de Triomphe, past a pretty little race course
and the golf links of the Country Club is a
miniature sugeestion of the Champs Elysees
in the French capital. Many stately pal-
aces and homes line its streets, Romania
has gone modern In her new houses and
apartments,

There is much music other than in the
cafis. Bocharest boasts of rather good
opera during the winter and a really fme
symphony frequently plays modern music,
l.asi vear we heard a fascinating gyvpsy
dance, compoged by a Romanian musi-
cian, rivaling Kavel's “"Bolero™ in rhythm.
Enescu, the Romanian composer and vialin-
jat, is eagerly awaited in many aties of
Europe and America, but so full of love for
his homeland is this Romanian that he de-
lights Bucharest a part of each year with
s msic,

The National Theater &= well patronized
and plays by Romanian and foreign authors
are given. Once ormate, the building is now
shabby, although an air of faded elegance
still pervades the place.

The Parlisment Buildings and the Ro-

maniain Orthodox Church stand on the sum-
mit of the only hill in Bucharest,

Bucharest is a city of churches, From
everywhere can be seen rising the rounded
domes of the Romaninn Orthodox Churchi.
The people are religious, but matter-of-fact
about it. Despite the Slavic influence, there
is no mysticism here. Religion is simply
a part of evervday life. The Chuich 13
like o protective father, and they respond
with a simple faith

STORE SIGNS ARE ILLUSTHRATED

Down by the hanks of the Dimbovita,
which Eddie Cantor made famous in obe
of his songs, I8 the preat market, where
flowers, fruit, food, household goods; and
Romanian handiwork are sold in the open
booths of peasants and petty tradespeople
(see Hlustration, page 407 ).

Because =o many pensants are anable to
read, signs on many stores and shops are
Mustrated with pictures of the arficles lot
sale within.

Around Bucharest the country 3 not
unlike the agricultural State of Kansas, my
native State. Here 5 a tremendous wheat
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THE BLESSING OF THE WATERS MFANS AN

Fhatmgraph couriesy Romanion Legatlian

ICY BATH FOR SODMT

Volunteers compete for the honor of retneving the cross thrown by the white-bearded Patriarch

mto the Damboviia River in Bucharest on Epiphany, January 6.

king Carol 11, in long c¢oat and

spikied hefmet, stussds with church officials on the stone steps bl especially for the ceremony

and corn region. 1 love to go through
the villages in this fertile district. Crazy
litthe Rube Galdberg howses, whose white-
wiashed walls are painted in soft pastel
shades and decorated with borders of
fowers or animals, present an amusingly
shaky aspect along the streets. Romania
5 ane of the few countrdes now left in
Furope whose peasants usually dress in
mative costume (see Color Plates V, VI, IX,
and XTII).

The Romanian peasant is lovable. Al-
ways gracious courteous, and good-natured,
he is mdustrions, yvet somewhat inefficient.
He works hard in his fields and forests, b
always in a primitive manner, using the
crude tools of his foreluthers,

WASHING CLOTHES IS HARD BUT THOROMTGH
WilEK

In Predeal, at the top of the Carpathian
Pass, on the boundary line between the
“Old Kingdom”™ and Transylvania, we spent
a sumimier in a small cottage. During our
holidays we had many opportunities to

gbserve the ancient methods of work fol-
lowed by the peasants,

1 was particulorly imipressed with the
native manner of washing clothes. Our
laundress built a fire in the vard beneath a
lorge iron pot, in which she put the clothes
to boil. Then, iIn a large wooden trough
hewn from a log, she rubbed and washed
the parments with her hands, without even
the nid of a washboard. Next, she wrung
out the heavy linen with her own hands.
Back-hreaking work it was, but the clothes
emerged spotlessly white.

With an old-fashioned iron, kept hot by
a s=mall charcodl fire inside, she pressed
them, and 1 am sture she would have scorned
Lhe ¢lectric washing machines and irons 5o
essentinl to American housewives

Politically, Romania traveled toward the
leit after the war, as have in a degree most
nof the countries of the Near Eapst, The
liarge landholdings were expropriated and
the acres sold to the peasants on easy terms,
the result of which was to place the peasant
inoa more @dvanced position thon he had
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A ROMANIAN BOY-POWER MERRY-GO-EOLND

The sothor saw it while traveling along the lower Danobe mear larmafl (oee text, page 425},
o the platiorm l.:-'-.'l.'l']"LJ.IJ. sapply the motive power,

rll_lltlll 5

Husky
Aast of the children of the Lown,

_'|r||J even & grown-up or two, stand about awalting their turn o ride.

ever known, Tt was not the intention to
subject the himdholding gentry to confisca-
tion, although the resulis now present thid
.:.'l_-ll'll:"'ill_.‘l['ll'l:'.

The land was appraised on a basts of
reasaonable walue, and the gentry given
Romanian bonds in compensation for the
land. When subsequently the nation wetit
off the gold standard and her money de
preciated, these bonds became almost worth-
le=s, Since 1926, however, her currency
has heen ar Hong the most stable,

GYISY CAMPS IN THE DANUBE DELTA

Our inclinntion led us 1o the south ol
Romaniz, so we went first to the Danube
Delia country. There, during the spring
and summer, many gvpsy camps are found
[ gre fllustration, pame 400 ),

In the Danube country gypsics cirve ouat
of wood huge water trourhs, all vanety an
manner of cooking utensils, washing equip-
ment. ete. With thelr wild animal eves,
scragely black locks, wretchedly dirty, and
clad in rags, gypsies are a proof of the diz-
illusionment of reality.

Who hias not conjured up some gay,
romantic picture of gypsy life from afar?
Yel how distressing when one meets it at
close quarters]  Bat gypsy music is beauti-
ful, Almost at every street corner in Bucha-
rest one encouniers an urchin with his
violin, ready to play for a few Jei

My first winter in Bucharest, in conlrast
to the summer, wis bitterly cold, Gften |
wits tlistressed to see gypsy boys, hall naked
and shivering, bepming at the strocl dormers.
I was soon cured when one day, giving Two
boys some pleces ol lei, they langhed, pulled
ont of their pockets handiuls, 'and began
counting and dividing the money.

PEAR-TAMERS AND BLACESMITHS

Since time immemorial gypsies have al-
ways pone into the bear-taming business,
Very often you see severnl gypsies, with
fn .-qu_ﬂ mumber of Lears, makine them
dunce for a delighted crowd of onlookers.
Or. failing a bear, pypsies are iron-forgers
and blacksmiths, and their beautiful hand-
wrought grilles -are [amous everywhere
Mony times in passing a great house in
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'|-'-;|I.'.'Il"+', WENDNED TO THE WATERS, TPRODUCES CAVIAR

Lihe Vemice, this smedd) fishing village on the Bilnek Sen and the Drang be Thdbs
ifilics laced willi canals [see text, poee 4143, Here o beorded Busslan finhie

man poles hiv boat down 3 ol thorouehinre,

Th haildine = Romania’s wailest

I.I ikl il|| II_l _I II'I IR
NUCHAREST TIAS A TIUT OF MAMIIATIAN SKYLINEK

L owas precteet Dy b Komdibasn subBickicey

il the Iaternatioful Telepbones wed Telegraph Company', an American ol
prstation, which sperates sll 1he telephiones in the couniry



DORMANIAN PEASANT WOMEN WEAVE IMAGINATION 1IXTO RUGSE

Thelr handiwiork form brlght wall alomg the IMmbovity River in the Bocharest dpes-ale market, vet no bwo destgns are exnctly allke, [Lesa elabocate pletes festoon
e lamp-posl.  Te the pensanl home hand-waven carpel ¢ cotittlered toa fine (o be spread on the Boor 4od ar huog on the willl a& Lapesiries or thung o Dske], lietich, or
table. Owveentil work introdoced into Romania in the 16th century influeneed the nmiive art,
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Fhbagruph v Fwing datlivmdy

WITH A REED LIKE THESE TOR AN AIR-PIPE, THE ROMANTATN "posin moon” ONCE ESCAVED BY HIDING UNUBER WATER

. . . . J . ] 4 k. 4110
In such marshes. not long ago, dwell the romantic outlaw, Terente, who robbed the rich and gave to the poor (eee texi, pago423), Here peasants are harvesting thatch, =il
st on some houses, T'wo youngsters, minous clothes, have leapeod into the waler to help thelr elders cut, chory, and stmch it
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Phetograph by De, Vinse Sdaediges
A WEHESTLING DOUT ENLIVENS A GYDSY CAMDT ON THE BLACK S5EA NEAR AGIGEA

These nomads Hve by horoe teading, begeing, tellioy fortumes, and repairing pots and pans.  Authorities make them move an nfter m dday or two,
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HARVEST TIME 15 MERRYMAKING TIME IN ROMANIA

The gay barvestors plock out 1all weeds and stray =talks of hemp from last vear’s plinting, s they reap the graan in this Beld fiear the eastern boundary af Hurovina,
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FARM

WOMEN Th OLTENIA WATCH THEIR WHEAT TURN

NMiudagrundi |-_l. ‘l |1 F e BEEFT}

imT FLOUR

Upstairs their hoshands help the miller pour the grain under the millsione operated by g waler

w, Faed

percentage of the wheat as his fec.

bBucharest we saw fine examples of gypsy
IIOIWork.

The delta country covers a tremendous
area spreading between the three hranches
ol the Domube,

Most important of Danube channels is
the Sulina, which carries most of the river
trafiic coming down from [ar-off Germany,
Adsira, Hungary, Yugoslavia, ahd Crecho-
slovakia.

The European Commizsion of the [Dan-
ube, which assures free navigation ol the
tiver, struggles constantly to keep the silt,
washed down from halfl of Europe, [rom
clogging up this artery to the Black Sea

On the Danube’s banks are two important
ports, Galati and Brdila, which receive ves-
s¢is of ocgan draft. Princpal exports are
wheat, barley, corn, lumber, and some oil.

MANY BRARE AND DEAUTIFUL DIRDS

The bird life of the deltn i= wondrons
beyond descripltion.  Many rare and beauti-
ful birds are here for the looking. We
hired, at fiflty cents for the day, a black,
flat-bottom rowboat, and slipped silently

The hnished four pours inte the trough, in {root of which the woman in the foregroumn] |
cifting, snd ks put into the einborate hamd-made sacks al the nght 1o be taken hisme.

Ihe miller gets a

through the reeds and narrow channels of
the delta. Suddenly we surprized perhaps
200 pelicans, which, web-Tooted and gross,
made their get-away quickly. We happened
oo ‘a Hock of wild swans sailing about in
quict digmity. Among the rarer varieties of
duck iz a snow-white bird with an emeralid-
green head and bill, Egretz, flamingos, cor-
morants; wild peese, many kinds of ducks,
herons, and cranes are listed among the
commaoner varieties of bird Hie.

BOATMEN STILL WIEAR FELZES

As we were now near the Black Sea, why
not go to Constanta? This city, Romanin's
most important port, still bears traces of
the Turkish occupation of Dobrdia Prov-
ince, which i= reflected in 1ts shabby mosque
nnd the red fezzes of many of its boatmen
(see illustration, page 424).

We found Constanfa a modern harbor,
with a well-equipped oll dock where petro-
leum prodocis are pumped direcily into
ocean-going tankers. A pipe line from the
cil belds terminates here, but it 15 not ade-
guate to meetl the demand, and thousands
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FLOATING FLOUR MILLS WANDER UP AND DOWh THE DANURE

The honts farthest out fn the stream are anchore! where the current wall turn their e wales
wheels and perind the grain.  They go from villaze to village, handling th xrmars wh . DelEri
shore 4 motor truck i being {erried gp the tiver, and in the foreground b bermien ave drying- o

Ll
mending thetr nets.
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Yhugogruph by Wilknlm Talieen

FOR YEARS THIS BURNING OIL WELL DEFIED EFFORTE TO EXTINGUISIL IT

Romanbin authosities Kepl 3 constanl gve an the stubborm e which belehed biack smoke fenm the center of a [orest ol derricks st Maorenl, gt the {oot of the Transylvanian
Alps. Thix s one of severnl petrofeum regionz which comprize a major ootural resource of Komamin (sed text, page 414]
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'Y NIETTED BASKEETS LIKE BIO BIRDUCAGES, FAT DAL K3 AND CHICKIS

Fowls brought [rom the country

etrow hats and store-bought 3nits
put thelr pouliry dinter alive

in form wagzons are purchised by PGk

- e b
shid ldering i

5 TARL
s al the Buchirest poultry murkel, where farmwes in lolk co

I i fie pLi v dee bl Line w bR
lond umid wallidng through the residental soctinn, Lhe pedidler n bne

TEHETR TAST Rill

cirme rih plhows with ciiv men o
ceflior loreground will invite hougewives Lo PICK
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of harrels are shipped overland by tank
CElr.

CHl felds are tremendons, and vast tracts
of proven land are yvet undeveloped. Ro-
mania 15 one of the world's largest ail pro-
ducers, being exceeded in 1932 only by the
Unitedd States, the Soviet Union, and Vene-
ricla. Petroleum prodocts are important
in her foreign trade because exportation is
nol seasonal.

The petroleum markets: are principally
Turkey, Egvpt, Mediterranean ports, -and
even western Europe, Large quantities of
grain are also shipped from the port. but
unfortunately there are not enough grain
elevators for efficlent storage and lading.

Numerows resorts with good bathing
beaches moake this coast an attractive sum-
mering place. We enjoyed Eforia, a rather
primitive resort just outside of Constantu,
where we bathed in the Black Sea and
mized for hours at the ever-changing blues
and greens of its waters. |

To the south, at Baleic, Queen Marie has
built 2 besutiful summer palace whose gar-
den = the show place of the coast (see
Color Plates 11, 111, and VIII). On the
Black Sea, where the modern city of Con-
stania stands, are the ruins of old Tomi,
where Ovid passed his life in exile and im-
misrtalized in verse the curative mud baths,

A BOAT TRIP HOWN THE DANURE

One evening last autumn we boarded a
Dianube stenmer at Galath whose staterooms
woulid accommodate perhaps twelve people,
We ate in the dining room, which was also
the Jounge, It was clean and comfortable
amd provided with a radio that shrieked
orientnl mumic inta the late bhours of the
nicht.

Our only Tellow travelers were a Ro-
manian sea caplain and his wile, also an
their way to Vilcov, Numerous, however,
were our deck passengers—pwasants with
their live geese, goats, and household goods
traveling to their homes along the Danube,

The boat cook wms most obliging, allow-
ing us to enter his kitchen, ask for certain
dishes, and even expliyin to him the intri-
cacies of baking an apple. Before we went
o bed, he ssked whether he should buy
milk the next moming at one of the ports
tar our coffes.

As we were eating breakfast our friemd
the sen captain rushed to our table o point
out at Chilin his ship. He was anxious 1o

THE NATIONAL GEOGRATHIC MAGAZINE

let us know that he was o salt-water sailor
of a segoing vessel which had even been
to Bristal, It proved to be an ancient {ram
steamer, but his pride in it was delig]nlfuf
In the compuny of himself and his wife we
visitedl the Vilcov fisheries under the guid-
ance of our captain, who wore a Mephisto-
phelinn begrd,

VALOOV HAS CAMALS FOR STREETE LIKE
VENITE

We were enchanted to find Vilcov more
Russian than Russin. The men all wore
full beards and were dressed in long velvet
coats buottoned very smartly up the front,
while the women, in their full skirts and
heads covered with bright scarfs, made o
gay picture. Children were everywhere
chewing simflower seeds, the Russian sub-
shitute for gum and peanuts,

VYidlcov was like a tiny Venice, with
its canals serving as main thoroughiares
through the town (see Hlustration, page
406). Both in the fishermen's houses anid
in the markel places, we always found at
least one lovely ikon.

Entering first an immense stornge build-
ing, we saw where the fish were cleaned,
sorted, packed in ice for shipment to Bucha-
rest and other consuming centers, and
smoked or salted for export, There was o
great variety of salt- and fresh-water fish,
incliuding some strange Danulian species
which we could not identify, At the hack
of the stornge house was a deep cave topped
by an earthen mound, where huncreds of
tons of ice, cul from the river and canals
in winter, are stored against the summer
heat.

Crossing the main canal by an arched
wooden bridge, which reminded os of the
Rialto, we arrived dt the large open market.
Here the fishermen bring their dally catch
to be sold under the supervision of the State
Fisheries. They go out in groups of five or
gix to each sturdy boat made water-tight
and blackened by tar. The boats set out
in time to reach the fishing grounds by day-
light; the fishermen say they must catch
the wary sturgeon while she is still asleep.

THE QUEST FOR CAVIAR

The fshing ground varies with the ses-
sons; sometimes it is the Black Sea and
sometimes the Danube and the channels of
the delta, where the stureeon come to

spawn, The boats return about noon, are
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I STEADY HMYTIIM sWiNG THE sCYTHES

| ke tesommwork to aviodd cutiitne the other fellow's ankles as these preasants of Walachis
Proninee move throogh the hayfield with thair sieadght-handled mplements,  From their gay sashes

|I.i]|_-._' whetstones ol Baskes of watet
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birmng. o Buchones=t's swear mmsmame beyond: i a notable collection of old trearmsa and flag



THE SPELL OF ROMANIA 23

unloaded, the ish weighed, and the caviar
extracted.

A good catch in season may reach 40,000
perinieds, of which usually 12,000 pouncds are
sturgeon. Twelve thotsand pounds of stur-
geon will ordinarily produce 500 pounds of
caviar. The average sturgeon weighs about
430 pounds, and @ record specimen just
under 2000 pounds, Ino the best season
about 5 per cent of the sturgeon’s gross
weight = cavinr, At New York prices for
the little black epps, a 2.000-pound fish
represenis n hle sum,

The sturgeon are put up for auction and
the buyers must be very expert to judge the
wmount of caviar in the fish before it is
apened,

These were the most famous and richest
of Russia's caviar fisheries before Besan-
rabia became a companent part of Romanin
in 1918,

Ohur visit to Villeow was rather disappoint-
ing, ns the preceding day had been a holi-
doy, and as great quantities of (uica (1zo0-
icka), the national drink, made from fresh
plums, had been consumed, mony of the
fishermen had not felt equal to going out
anel the catch was small.

We visitéd the Lipovan Orthodox Church.
Because of their refusal to subscribe to the
ritualistic reforms of the Russian Church
at the beginning of the nineteenth century,
the Lipovans were sent by the Russian Gov-
proment (o colonize the delta, They still
maintain that they are the only true be-
lievers in the old creed and stoutly adbere
to their traditionn]l beliefs and proctices.
The Komanian Govermment has not dis-
turbed them since the inclusion of Bes-
sarabia in Romanin and their life goes on
unrufffed by political changes.

FEASTING IN THE CHURUCHYARD

In the churchyard we found several
townspenple cleaning up the remains of the
St. Muprv's Day feast given the day before
ta the poor of the town., Much food must

have been cookedd, judging from the size of
the black-iron cauldrons,

Attracted by the sound of music and
stamping of feet, we wandered into a small
café, on our way back to the boat, where
the men of the town were still making
merry.  They were singing lustily, and now
and then one of them jumped up from his
tahle and danced & wild, fast Russipn folk-
dance to the tune of a wheezy accordion

industrionsly operaterd by a blind musician.
Over the bar hung an ikon of the Madenna,
who seemed to smile down in approval on
thie maiety of her people. With typical Rus-

sian cordiality our presence wias welcomed

and we were asked 1o join in the festivities,

WHERE THE DANUBE 15 BLUE

Our afternoon and night trip back to
Galati was u beautiful one. The Danube
was a5 blue as one expects but rarely finds
it. The land for miles on either side
in low, flat stretehes, but here and there one
saw o cluster of small houses, o few Jean
cattle, and tiny piots of ground for cabbuge
unel corn, which some enterprising peasant
had reclaimed from the swamps.

In these hundreds of square miles of river
and marshes live only the hard-working
fishermen and many [ugitives from justice.
These litter hide themselves in the lahy-
rinth of channels and almiost impenstrable
SWATTIS:

Romanin’ ﬂ{mm}t. iﬂ..::]Tlﬂuj rmr;_lﬂw lived ti?r
MRy n the ta aned soecessiully
defied E efforts of the police to find him
(see illustration, page 4081, He was the

!r_turr_uqu:: Terente, the “Robin Hood of
Ih& Delta” He robbed the rich and gave
to the poor and never ook n lew from any-
one without giving n signed receint {or what
he had stolen. He wrole amusing letters to
the police and gendarmerie, saving that he
had talked with the commandant the ndeht
before or thanking an officer for the drink
they had had together.

Cnce the pendarmies combed the swamps
and surrounded him, buot he escaped by
Iving under the water and breathing through
a hollow reed until the almost solld ling of
police had possed him by. But he was
finally caught and shot down when the

olice Iny in wait for him outside hiz sweet-
ﬁmn'ﬁlmt on the edge of a fishing village—
“cherchez la femme! ™

Onee on our return we saw o home-made
merry-go-round operated by a group of
boys who stood on a platform above and
puched it at top speed (see illustration,
page 4053).

Late in the afternoon we armived at a
very Russian town with the Turkish name
of Ismail at the mouth of the Danube. The
population was perhaps 30,000, and from
the boat we could see the green domes of
at least a dozen churches rising ahove the
town, bearing the Bussian cross with its two
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COMNSTANRTA IR THE FUNNEL

FOR ROMANTAN

rraariesy Beamanae Lepathss

LTL AMNDY GRALN

Muikeprazh

The ancient ciiv, foumded by Consdantine the Great In honor ol his hal-slster, Constantia, B the
sablon's chied autlet to the Black Sen and = conpected with the ol region by mpe lines {fee 1ex!, page

410}
popolatiomn.

bars, Alomg the quay were many of the
low, open Russinn carrinees called *drosh-
kKies,” which added to the Russian flavoar.

All in all, the trip was charming amd
leisurely except for the foct that whem we
reached’ Cealatr the next moming we had
only 40 minotes to make our train.  The
stafion was nbout twi miles from  the
dock—not a taxt, not a vehicle in sight.
Carrving our baggage, we hegan running
toward the station. One of our party even-
tuadly discovered a cart and, mounting be-
side the driver snd waotching over the
hageape, she jolted along over the rough
cobbilestones to the station.  Arriving there,
she wias oven more exhagsted from the
bowncing than we who had run the whole
wity, only to diseover the train had been
pone for three minutes,

When we penetrated into the Carpathinns
wit found the timber business a Qogrizhing
inddustry.  The logs are [nstensd together in
[an-shaped rafis and guided by men to the
=¢a in the spring, when the tarrents are swifl
and danpgerous.

All peasant life is
wiysile scenes nre ful

mtereztine, aml the
| ol varyving incident,

The mosgque at the rght was buollt by King Carol T of Romama g= a joit to the Turkish

(Mten in the spring, when the nights were
still cold and clear, we came 'upon lorge
flocks of sheep, their bells tinkling: amd
their eves shining like points of flame. Ro-
manign peasants, wearing large: furry capes,
like pictures Trom the Old Testament, herdisd
the flocks on foot to pastures in the moon-
tains gway from the summer heat. Many
came from the far Danoube ¢ountry,

Aswe entlered some cities of Transylvania
the change was emphatic, because this proy-
inee, formérly Hunearian, decided to be-
come part of Romanda following the war,
Beside the embrodered dress of the Ho-
maniansd, one sees Hunemrian and Saxon
costumes worn by toll men and women
of the Magyar and Teutonic races. The
women are pretty o thiar  full  skirts,
tight bodices, and straw bats trimmed with
Nowers and ribbons, and the men wear
broad-brimmed felt hats, black short coits,
black boots, and tight breeches.

Often the architecture 15 distinctly differ-
ent—the houses are gabled and Germame
Everywhere the symms are in three lan-
runpes—Romanion, German, and Hunoa-
rian, Transylvania has g mixed population
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HOMEWARD PLOD TIIE HARVESTERS

Belore sunrize Lhis tia beenn =winging thelr Jong scvthe blades throurh the fragrant hay (see
Color Plate 1V, Now the work k= over, they don their coutz and shoulder thelr mplements, Lie
e carefully wrapped with cloth to peevent rust. In the bundles are corn and pess for the family
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Mistugraph by J. Terman

ALL HANDE GIVE A DAY 5 WORE T0 THE CHURCH

Cuil i decrees that the voune men and women of this villsge each year harvest the priests
wlisat, Shouldering sevibes amd rakes, they sinp lostily ys they {allow him to his firlds. Even the pigs
sem to hnve caueht the spirit of the occasion. When the crop is cut and stacked, a cross made of the
wheat is borne beck to the village, where the dominie provides 4 {east,
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FROM MAKER TO WEARER JUST ARODUND THE CORNER

High leather hools, sold o those desiring protoction from snow and mud, are token from th
artisen’s sitall shop to the market place, in the unfversity town of Cluf, Transylvanin. An Apprentce
Hill wenring the leather apean of his ceptt, shouljers ihe ltht end of the pole from which hang th
Lioots in graded sir=:

Flhatoderngib Ty Jo Dot iiman
A DUCTOVINA MOUNTAINEER PLAYS & BAGHIPE FOR POSTERITY

Roman wirrior: my have introduced Lhe il romnent oo Romania, )| :'n.-:. it snlo the Hritizh
Istest.  Like the hagpipé of the Romans and the Scattish Fighlanders, this one 5 influted by the Geoith .
nol by a bellows, Because the difficult art of making and plaving these wkin instrumenis 45 vonishing

among its poople, the music 2 oow being recorded by phonogragh.



THE SPELI
of Remanians, who
are in the majority,
Hutiearinns, and
s, These lntter were
brought in by the Hun-
arinn kings to form
n defense  amuinst -
vasion, L he Grermin
eitiements centered
around the smen Saxon
burgs —1the German
name for Tr: mir!‘r.mr'.'l
1= “Sieben e,

Of the original seven
Saxon burgs, the larg-
esi and the most inter-
esling' are Brasov
| i:..T'I.H tadty, Sibiw
[ Hermannstadt). and
Sighisoara (>chass-
burg). The first i= the
larpest. T he second
has fime buildmgs, mu-
seums, and libraries
which draw many peo-
ple,

Brasov hazs 3 medie-
vil church, now Lu-
theran, filled with mare
Turkish carpets,
nf merchants at chree-
lenines. marriages, or
funerals, This city was
formérly the trading
podnt of central Europx

wIELK =

Zils
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with Turkey ond the Plustagraph by | et
[sa4 IFf YOUR DACK ACHES, HRUIN WILL DANCE ON I
THE CARCASSONNE OF Ly pviies tench thelr diancing bears Lo mussare the musclies of poor people,

VETATY
BOATANTA

To me Sighnsoirs 15
the real jewel of them
Al It i3 o medieval
lortress ity buaill on
a hill, more untouched than Carcassonne
Because her pecple were too poor 1o lear
down the old city and bumld new homes, a
ereal treasure had been preserved m her
fipe church and guildhalls, in the towers
of her walls (see Color Plate X11). We
were shown 1hr-ar"1'| the museam by the
curntof aml his sister, who were :|11c1f{=ljr'=l
studdents, He, 28 the leading physiciom of
the town, haid been fortunate in beine able
to find precious articles in the homes ol his
patients. Here the Saxons use the Germin
tongue when speaking of their nvers and
Lhidr city, Schisaburg, and some: do oot

ILELIE TRl

schirn] mlioem

.||1~ working all day mn the Dekds

el and seem to enfoy Dy
a 1.".1.I.'L a pollceman (upper vight ) keeps an eve on the group, one of s
hents time with his hand-made driim and ks partner hanadles 1

well-muzaled pertormer, Lo the delight of

Thie patents Fe ikl on the
Bear's somowhet heavy-iooted trestmenl

g crowd of voungsers in high

know the Romanian names which have been
officially substituted

It was near Sighisonra that our own sal-
dier of fortune, John Smith, in one of the
paid armies of Europe, fought bravely and
distineuizshed himsaeli in the Battle of Three
l'urks’ Heads, For John Smith's bravery
the Iuke of Transyvlvanin, Sigismunaus
Bathor, knighted him in 1603, and the ree-
nrds in the British Museum contain the
following citotion, a4 translation of the
patent

“Sigiamundioz Bathor, by the grace of
 Duke of Transylvania, W .L1'.--:h..1 and
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LUCKLESS SUTITORS HTLP CILTBERATE THE WEDMNG

soirly e whale village of Ruche gibers 8t the bride's house, wherre musie adids 1o the gakets
Urninlly the musicians pre pyvisies, nstoral masters of the mvlodies of thefr rice.  Misic &= proviced
} violin pnid a pord II vymbal

ROMANTAN COUPLES ARE TIED WITH A DNUDLE ENOT

[--'-'-'- Bl ot i ! civil feremony hélore the thuarch l.-.r_'|!l|ll| CAR G pE O il Here an CMienlan
Wl brrdegroom if 8 Sraw hat ienids his bmde belore the MAYOE, Lk e limge YOounE mian standing
tinE far ened ol the tabhile and wienrieg the aWicial = rt. LIwo prrEsant friend= - sien Bz il plisigs I-I-II'.

:.l::l I=the church, whep { b |_'| =t wiill miare ' LiL ,.;;|_-||_' fRilf dgiin
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FEntrigrogh lvp J Oeviman
RAINES SHOULD BE SEEN AND KOT HEARD AT TIHE SPFINNING HEE
Wothers bilae Whem alone in the evening and keep them qulet iy pontly swingine Lthe suspenided

||_||||.:"'- with [if wciicer] 1ot Prouadlsy 1|i'-'|l::I_l |"'.| i this ferasand g".ll':-.t Fonlm 1% & fpietsre ol pelativies sl
Fimierated (o the United States andd presporod

A WORMAN PROSAICALLY SKLES EAUSACE AT THE AMAREKIAGE MARKET .

On u peak in the Muniii Apuseni (the Sumset or Western Mountaing], in west-ohtitral Tranayl-
vaniz, vounge womes and men Drom sequestered vallevs stll sssemble st the annpsl fole with o view
to malrimony.  Eoch girl covly displays ber Lrousseay as evidence of her skill in bouschold artes, and
q coartzhip thus bepun may ripen later at ber parents’ bome. The custom i3 dyving oul
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STRONG SHOULDERS SERVE AS A HEARSE IN RURATL ROMANIA

Young men cory the flower-decked coffin in this Transylvanlan village funeral procesion
Helore them the venerable bearded priest of the Greck Orthodex Church walks slowly wilth the aid
of ucune. The [aces of children ceflect the solomnity of thele eldecy
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A BARNYARD FUNERAL IS HELD AROIIND AN DPEN COFFIN

Maourners were =0 numercus that the small faem botme would aol hold them. pecessitatine this
ppuiny -yl ceremany in Maoldavia Province. A robed priest conduets the seeviee and o layman reads
the vesponses,  Adterward & hand-woven shrowd will be wrapped around the body, the Tid eailed
diown, und the coffin carried to the gravevard,
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=0 goes a Romankan peasant proverb, since 8 younz couple’s financial margin 8 smail
Thiz yvouny bridegroom of Rucdr poies, with all the diznity his small stature cin coimn-

0 AFTIVI

mamf, bt ween his bride nnd his future fsther-in-law

Moldavania, Earle of Anchard, Sallord and
Growenda; to whom this writing may come
or appear: Know that we have given leave
and Heence to Jokn Smitk, an English
Crentleman, Captaine of 250 soldiers: whose
service doth deserve all praise and per-
petuall memory toward us, ag a man who
did for God and his country overcome his
eniemivgs: Wherelore, out of our love and
favor, according to the Inw of Armes, We
have ordained and give him on his shield of
Armes, the fisure and description of three
Turkes heads, which with his sword before
the town of Regall, in single combat, he did
overcome, kil and cot off, in the Province
ol Transvivanin.

“Sealed at Lipswick in Misenland, the
ninth day of December, in the yveare of our
Lord, 1603 .

Hlaigned ) SICEMUNLGUS BATooR,"”

Before leaving Transylvania we saw the
haly city of Alba-lulia resting secure within
1= ancient willls on'a hilltop. In the Ortho-
tlox coronation cathedml the late Ferdinand,
an Ulctober 15, 1922 was crowner] first Kine
of United Romania. Alba-Tulia is the cradle
of Romamian liberty, one writer has said.

Photograph by Wi

“MARRIID TO-DAY AND OUT AT THE ELBOWS TO-MORROW"

imEl children

The men wear flowers mude ol wex

About 1600 Michasl the Brave took anid
held Alba-Tulin and ‘Transylvanin, which
constituted one of Romanin’s chims to
Transylvania when they wereunitedin 191 8.

RESORTS DATE FROM ROMAN TIMES

Many watering resorts fre scatlered over
Romania, They were mosily discovered
and built by the Romans. One wit has sand
that so many are the baths found in the
countries ol earlty Roman occupation tha
it wottld seem the Romons conquered only
tor the jov of bathing,

In a motor tnp of two weeks in northern
Romania, 1 remember meeting no other
sight-seers.  As for the milroads, the main
lines connecting with western Europe afiord
e hixe trams, such as the excellent Arlberg
and the famous Orient Express, which pass
through Bucharest; but 1 found taking local
trains while traveling through the country
was a8 slow a3 going day coach in rural
areas a4t home. We were, however, very
comfortible traveling second class to the
Black Sea an a luxurious express,

It would be a pity Lo travel through Re
mania by train. Going by sutomohile, it



Uniles the Muttering banpers

of the Greek Crthnilox

LY, seacilh by Dharille Gaallownyr, st Gilbsgdrenldil Wit

BEVOUT PEASANTE RAEFL BEY A JIAYSTACK TO PERAY FUR ABUTNRDANT CRUOMB

Church, & priest Dlesses water which he will sprinkle on the felds near Poenifa Yainil Lo make the lanil lertile

typleal Komanian furmer always niks n formal blesaing for his importunt undertnkings, In time of drought prayecs for raln are offered (e text, page 4437)

1

bii



Whali




wi¥

It followed heér 1o

EYERTYWIERE THE MARE

mrket one day—through the southern Carputhian Toathills §

the inevitalile mazs of wool amdd she spans worsted s she rides

WENT THE CDLT, WAS SURE TR G

ol Ol Eingdom of Bamank: The womis astride her small mountain pony. has beought

[he sadillebpgs biglze with bgtier, cheese, aml Truil fo be sald 10 town
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BARCAING, NOT NLUE RIDBEONS, ARE SOUGIEET AT THIS CATTLE ALK

(O the outakints of Delgus, in Transvivanis, [nemiers sheewdly Grade, by, or sell, hmd (hen spend the piovesils in town, whero leither goods and coveted articles for Lhe

JHime i

The lite Quesn Ellzabeth ol Romandn, widely known by her som de plupie of “"Carmen Sylen” referred Lo the viral Solk of bheér adopted land gs "its

white-clad peazaotry, rugil, grave,
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CENTURTES TIHIS
MONKS TO PRAYER

FOR TIEEE sl

The broken plece of metal bears the arme of one ol the old Romanlan
in thi Thnans Mohiblery, having =omelmw
which were melied down 1o moks
armmiiiiiton (or artillery during the World War invasion of the country

principalities. 11 hoangs

I |_||||'|_:‘ --: ] :'|| II!- ||| I“—'TJ_'l rl:l.-!

[ fine- 1ot paire 454

5 necessary to be prepared to suffer many
I|:|-||-.l-_ir:n__ 1l -ml;.' in the manner of going,
but also the hotels are often primitive and
mmcomiortable,

Y ou can, however, l|'.‘.I.'.|I '|l]|||]E'-lJF'.'IE. ST
sle food il vou stick to native dizhes. One
called sermate &4 concoction of sour cab-
have Jeaves, rather ke spuerkraot but more
delicately favored, rolled arcund & meat-
ball, served with coarse cormmeal mush,
called mdmdfivd (mamalim), and a highly
spiced sapce, and oftentimes Lhick sour
cream,  Mimdlicd iz a national jood amd
nnd of 1the '||:'i[',|_ i_:'_h_l_ll means of sustenance of

HAS
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the poor. 11 is also served
with epps and in other
combnations.

Going by  train, one
would miss the beautiful
countrvside, the nterest-
ing pegsant lile, and the
constantly changing scen-
ery and atmosphere.  Be-
cause of bad roads and
inadequate railroad com-
munications, within a
comparatively few miles
there is a marked differ-
¢nce apparent in dress and
CURLOMS,

THE HDOME OF A MYSTERY
THIBE

Motaring out from
Brasov, through Trmnsyl-
vania, we wire amared af
the change in the people,
howses, and dress.  This
wie the land of the Szek-
lers,; that curtous Turnmian
tribe abouwt whose origin
there has been so much
controversy. Some histo-
rins mamtain that they
were  left behind when
Attiln’s horde of Huns
withdrew (o Lthe ecasl
Others confend that they
were a distinet tribe of
Arpad's invading Mag-
vars who zettled in the
maountains of eastern
Transylvania,

The houses of these
people are built of logs
amd  the carved  wooden
gates in front of them are
distinctly central Asiutic
in form. We found it difbcult to ask our
wany through this district, as almost no ong
spnke Romanian

On our trip through Moldavia anid Buco-
vina, the roadside scenes wWere o Compensa-
tion for the long, hard miles we traveled.
(e afternoon, while descending the sastern
slopes of the Carpathians, following the
northern . Bistritn Kiver, we <ame upon a
tiny village of three or [our houses, whire
i weddineg was being celebrated.

From miles around the mountain people
hid walked to take part in the festivities.
They were 8o « lean, happy, care-free, and

hirman

B MO EL



THE SPELL OF ROMANIA -+

=]

e

1"l sl iy nit Elallirem lui Etbimiuraprihie Mo i

TO THE HILLS! THE BARDBAKIANS ARE COMING
In '!:|!' ancient davas of frequent invastons, thee Jong wooden trumoet=, or fulmi premdd the
alart [he meluncholy fotes, ol tremendous carmving power, relaved (rom moaniale by mountadn,
neeand that hostile hovdes soon weuklld sweed throngh the Troamiy lvaninn vallevs with torch and swond

MNow o peasant girl, watching her jparmg cows, bBlows n s=ntorian Tilas

WARLIRE WAVES HAVE SWITHLED ARUUND THESE WALLS

Chrstmn: princes feeing from Asiatic enemies centuries oo offeeed pravers of thanksgiving when
Lty riached the lortihed Sucevite Monastery, in the mart of nocthern Meldovia wwhich iz now Bucovina
[see test, page 450).  In this border reglon the Romentans hove foughl many inveders, and during
the Worid War the Russan and Austrion armies made i 8 batilefield
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well fed that the nighimare of world de-
pression seemel a million miles away, They
were handeome in their holiday clothes,
which were the mst beantiful 1 have seen
in Rununin. _

In addition to the felt breeches and white
sturched blonses, the men wore white leather
holeros embroidered in colored beads, rather
like American Inidian work, or in coarse
multicolored varn and trimmed with bands
of carncul and astrakhan,

The women were equally charming,
Many carried infanls of three and four
wee!.z-. olid, bound like little mummies in
finen Imnfl.i biit muffled up to the chin in

ink quilts and wearing conventional pink

h}"-hmﬂa adormed with many  bows,
They were carried in Hittle wooden troughs,
which hni been bhollowed out from a tree
trunk and gaily painted,

POSING FOR A PHOTOGHAPH

Another day we came upon crowids of
peasants hurrying toa small wooden chorch
where the feast day of St, Stephen was to
be celebrated. We stopped four young lnds
dresged in pure white except for bright red
sashes and small hlack felt hats in which
a feather or paper fower was fauntily stuck,

To our reguest for o photograph they
lined up in a dignified manner, assumed
grave expressions, wdvanced one  foot
slightly forward, and with one arm akimbo
maile @ st appearance,  Then with true
Romanian courtesy and hospitality they in-
vited us 1o come to the celebration.

Arriving there, we found hundreds of
pegsants gnthered in the churchyard, form-
ing a procession, i few carrying bright satin
banners, while two strong men tolled the
bell which was hung in a simple wooden
tower apart from the church, Their ob-
jective was the Hitle country graveyird,
a few hundred yards away. There they
knelt and prayved, the women in separate
prodis.

It was all rather touching, because this
was phvijously a poor district and, there
bising no priest, some of the farmers per-
formed the ceremony., We were probably
the only Americans ever seen by these peo-
ple. They were ever so curions, but friendly
atnd helpiud.

A large group of young boys surrounded
us, inspected every squire inch of the cur,
begeed for rides, and one proudly appointed
hirmsel§ guide and camera-carcier and helped
keep off the crowd while we snapped plc-
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tures, On our way back to the road we
found & few late stragglers: some peasant
women, no doubt detiined by howsehald
cared, carrying their shoes in one hand,
greeted s, When asked to pose for a
picture, they first hurriedly pit on their
shoes.

HEAUTIFUL EMBROTIERY OF ANCIENT
DESIGN

Al the world knows of the art and handi-
erafl of Romania’s peasants (see Color Plate
V. In the stores und import shops of the
large cities of the Wmﬁlr] may be bought
hlntses  exquisitely em]::-:}h']:rrd striking
hits of pottery, and carpets of an excoed-
hlg]j" artistic and original design,  The Ro-

nt hns wrought by hand, as
hn h.H:s one for centuries, thise works of
true merit, thu science of which his ances
tors have hE[II.I:Elﬂ'tEd to him. He bhas can-
tinued o make them in the same primitive
manner with the same implements his fore-
fnthers used before him,

During the long Komanian winter, when
deep snow covers the groumd and seals hix
tiny hut, the peasant makes into thread the
tlax or hH‘ﬂ[I of his fields. ©On his home
looms he weaves cloth and embellishes it
with intricate embroidery whose ancient de-

s are a part of his polvglot background.

His pottery is as primitive and brilliant as
that of our American Indians, and in the
dim past may have come from the sume
Asiatic source. The wool from the backs
ni his sheep is carded by hand, spun into
yvarn by the distaff, and woven on home-
made looms into (see LColor "lare
V1 and page 407).

MONASTHERIES ARE TREASURLIES {F ANT

But what does the world know of the
greatest andd richest of all Romanin's art
trepsures—her medieval, fortificd monas-
teries?  Why does not the world come here
to enjoy the brauties of these Byvmutine
monuments as it goes to see the inherit-
ances of ltaly and Spain, or the mosques
of IEtanbul?  Why have so few travelers
visited and written accounts of her monas-
teries, about which clusters a wealth of
murterinl, historical and legendary? Even if
one lives in Romanin, one is ly con-
scious of the existence of these monasteries.

Becase of the lack of local interest, 1
wits not prepared for their rare charm. De.
spite the hardships of travel over bad roads,
wie found it well worth our discomfort and
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futigue when we came apon one of these
monasteries towird the end of a long day.

The monasteries are to be found in the
old principalities of Walachin and Maoldavia
und in lovely Bucoving, lving in green and
pesceful bepaty on the eastern slopes of the
Carpathinns, The majonity were buoilt by
local princes 1o commemorate o victory over
an invidler, or Lo serve as a refuge for their
fomilies and retainers in time of peril. Most
of them are medieval fortresses and as such
thear location is of particular interest.

Built in isolated spots at the head of
charming river vallevs and hidden in wooded
mnountnins, they were made impregnahle as
much by obscurity as by high walls, bas-
tiong; and occasional monts, Although they
passed through the hands of many invaders,
i is extmordinory how intact they have
kept their early Byzantine charecter and
Crreek Orthodox tradition.

Romania is the only Latin, or Romanee,
eountry of the Eastern faith. The language,
catught {rom the first Roman invaders, is
hasically Latin, but has absarbed much of
ithe Slavic tongue, The ceremonial church
lunguage used from earliest days was Sla-
vomic, and it ocoupies that place in the
writien record and ritundl of the chorch
which Latin doez in the Catholic churches
of the Western world.

A CTHURCH BELL THAT S0UNDED LIRE A
TOM-TOM

Slavonic was built on the alphabet in-
venled by Cyril, a missionary monk of the
Fastern church, to fit the Slavic tongue.
Cyril and his brother, Methodius, set out
from Constantinople [ Istanbul) in the ninth
century to convert the pagan Slavic tribes
to Christianity, The Romanians had been
Christiane since Roman times,

We were fortunate in visiting Cozia, re-
sicn of (Mienia, in the late afternoon. As
wir were leaving, our [footsteps were arrested
stitldenly by o strunge oriental rhythm, A
young monk, beating on 4 heavy curved har
of timber, was calling his brothers (o ves-
pers. The bizarre tone and the echoes
reverberating amidst the hills above the
monastery recalled for a moment African
tom-toms, We discovered that the wooden
arc hmd been substituted for ancient bells
which were melted down and made into
cannon balls during the war, _

A few miles farther on, in a secluded
valley, we came upon the charming ald
monastery of Dintr'un Lemn, now a nun-
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necy. On a hill, in a grove of hoary caks,
Lthiére stands a small wooden church, said Lo
be made from the wood of a single tree.

OUn o balcony bright with pink gerani-
uins, overlooking the church, the charming
Mother Superior offered us refreshments
of delicious preserved pears and o plass
of water—ihe orental [ashion of serving
sweets.  Afterwnnds we were shaown through
the apartments filled with fine French e
riod furniture reserved for the Queen, who
has honored this monastery with visits from
time to time,

Some 25 miles [rom the Histritn Monas-
lery we cime upon a im ol priests
carrying the !ren.-a-un:d caskel contuining the
bones of St Gregory through the streets of
Rimmnicul- "l}rn]rm. A crowd of peasants
and townspeaple followed in dusty pilerim-
age, joining in the chanting and prayers of
the priests for vam in this valley, which
had suifered a drought {or severnl months.
Perhaps we witnessed a miracle, Tor while
we were visiting Bistrita later it suddenly
commenced to rain.

From Bistritn an easy half hour's drive
brought us to Horez, the finest of all the
seventeenth-century foundations of Con-
stanting Brancovan. The monastery takes
its name from the hormed owls of its en-
circling forest. We entered the fortified
male, u:hiiluﬂ by the forbidding nspect of its
grim walls, 1o step Into a more [riendly
world of beauty and repose.

Nuns now replace the monks, and we
enjoyed our visit to the large workrooms,
where they weave carpets and cloth from
the wool of their flocks and the Aax of their
fields. Upon Horez, Constantine Brancovan
lavished incalculable wealth in the expecia-
tion that it would serve as a final resting
place for the members of his princely house,

EXTERIOR FHESUOES DEFY
RAVAGES

In the northern part of Maoldavin, called
the “Bucovina'’ from Its vast beech forests,
one finds many of the most beautitul of the
fortress monasteries. The exterior walls of
brick and stone are ofttimes decorated with
ehimel terra-cotin plaques and by exterioe
frescoes, whose state of preservation is
amazing in this land of extremes of tem-
perpiure,

To Stephen the Great of Maoldavia, that
religions and powerful prince who ruled from
1457 to 1504, i= larpely due the credit of
having built these enduring monuments, as

WEATIHEFR' S
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Even prasant women who work in the fields covet & smioth white complexion, so strow san
bnnets are popular near Cluf, in Tramsyilvania, The glrls are prullage hemp, the fiber of which s eed

more exlesmivedy than M for makinge Tined cloth In same parts of Romama

Constantine Brancovan did two centuries
later in Walachin, One counts easily forty
ar fifty churches raised by Stephen within
a raiius of as many miles.

The church frescoes and ikons were
painted  according 10 the strict rules and
regulations of the Enstern Church ®

Although the perspective is primitive and
the hgures ramrodlike and unyielding, the
weitlth of small decorative detall and the
color enhance the chorm of these paintings,
which have so well withstood the elements
during centuries, Their preservation sym-
bolixes in o way the strong church faith
which resisted the yvears of battle fought on
this groumnd,

¥ See *The Hoary Monssteries of Mount Atk ™

by H, G. Dwight, in the Nanosas Ceobxipiiic
AMagare, September, 1910,

Neamfu, a monastery diting from 1390,
i5 munly interesting for its trensures and
becanse it became a center of church Sla-
vonic lore, It was restored in the late fif-
teenth century by Stephen the Great. The
church is constructed of brick, with here
and there a fagzment of brightly colorud
ciameled tile, reminding one that opee it
presented a facade of bizarre, strong, pri-
mary colors, elementary in desipn but satis-
fying u taste at once oriental and primitive.
Old frescoes and fine ikons enriched the
nave and pronaos.

Extraordinary are the treasures in the
museum, with its jeweled diadems, heavy
silver candelabra, Inmps, and religioos
redics

There are also Bibles with beautifully
illuminated parchment pages, prolécted Ly
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hand-wrought gold and sifver backs., Some
of these were gifts from Alexander the Sec-
ond of Russin, The treasure includes a
mantle worn by Stephen the Great, and
somie thons, one of which, over 1,000

ok, was brought from Jerusalem by Alex-
ander the Gogdl,

AN ARCITITECTURAL COUSIN OF THE TAJ
MAHAL

Neamtu Maonastery I3 a going concern,
Itz long-haired, (rocked monks till the frelds,
tendd the vineyards, and themselves supply
mist af thelr wants.

In front of the church at Neam{u stands
a baptismal jont, crowned by a huge bulb-
oty dlame, reminiscent of the dfomies
of Russian churches, Curloosly shaped, it
I5 n heritage of the East.

When Tamerlane lnid siege to Damascus
he ddmired the graceful domes of the city's
lnrgest mosque, and gave orders that it be
sparedd.  Despite his command, the mosque
wits burned in the general hire which fol-
lowed the storming of the city by his army,
The Tatar conqueror then gathersd to-
girther the architects and workers who had
built it and took them with him to Samar-
Kand, where they eonstructed 8 magnificent
moscjire, ndorned with the balbous domes
which had caught his fancy at Damascus.
1t wis from Samarkand that this upusual
form of dome was adopted for the churches
of Russia and farther west., Taken to
Inebia by Tamerlane's descendants, it may
be recognized there in the Taj Mahal.

We spent a might in the nunncery of
Apagaa and next day saw the modern fres-
coes of the fnmons Romanian artist, Grijgo-
resci, before poing on to Putna,

THE STORY OF STEPHEN'S ARROW

The monastery waz built by Stephen the
Great, a quarter of a century before Amer-
icn was discovered, 33 a thank offering for
delivery from Turkish mvasion.

It is-saud that Stephen climbed a neigh-
boring hill and from 1t shot an arrow.
Where the arrow lighted he determined to
build n monastery to serve as the burial
place for himseli and his line. The arrow
wis dliscovered in the heart of a tree, which
wns cul down and the base wns encased in
n plaster mold and formed a standard for
the cross,

A long drive lined with venerable tfees
leads to the strong walls of the fortification.
Az we entered the thick doorway we saw
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above our heads the carved cout of arms of
the Moldavian |'.!!':IIIEE5 ~the bull’s head and
star, Although it has been greatly restored,
the church retains its original slemder stee.
ple. This muscum contning =ome of the
most important treasures of all orthodox
Christianity, thanks to the larsightedness
of the monks in hiding them in times of war.
uring the last war & bhole was hurnedly
torm m the walls, into which the treasure
was thrust. Hay, carelessly piled on Lop,
acted as a patural camouflage which allayed
SUSPICIOn.

The Bible of Putna is very rare. Tt is of
the thirteenth century and its beautiful Sla-
vimic charneters were painstakingly lettersd
iy hand.

TaATAN" COMES WHEN HIS MASTER CALLS

Here our visit wis made more attractive
by the youny monk who conducted us: In
many places we had found no one who could
speak Fremch, English, or German—omly
Romanian. This young man spoke good
German, and it developed that he was an
Austrian subject while Bucovina belonged
to Austrin. He had become n monk only
six years previnuzly Tollowing the death of
his brother. He was estremely handsome,
but his beéauty was somewhat hidden by
his red beard.,

In the sleeve of his cassock he carried
a black kitten called *Satan.” Satan would
come or g0 dt a wond [rom his master.
When we visited the church during vespers,
he escaped and man about in 2 most impious
manner. The brethren were horrified and
i chase for Satan at once began. His mas-
ter, very much amused, finally called Satan,
who at ance nbeyed.

We  decided our friend must be the
“Peck's bad boy™ of the monastery, We
found that he was the tailor for the monks,
but he had many other walents. We spent
i#n hour in his cell admiring the oils and
water colors of which he was the artist,
He showed us the manuscript of a comedy
which he was writing to be performed by
his brothers. He played most artistically o
Schubert serenade on an antiguated sither
anid sang, 1o the accompaniment of his
guitar, a rollicking English ballad. We
learned that his greatest earthly desire was
to own & piann and we wished that we were
in a position to offer him one.

To see Sucevita, we left the main high-

way and wound slowly up n rocky track
which {ollows the tortuous course of a swift
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mogntain torrent.  The tilled fields and the
sug villages of the wider valley were leit
behind and the way led upwirds through
the pine and beech furests over which
sepmed to hang the mist of the Middle Ages;

We passed peasant woodchoppers with
old-fashionhed, crescent-shaped axes on their
showlders or driving oxcarts laden with Toe-
est wond. They were dressed in much the
same medieval costume ds was worn by
their ancestors when they followed their
licge lords to the wars. Long ringlets of
bair which had never felt the shears hung
from under peaked black felt caps like
those worn by Robin Hood's merry men.
Short flecce-lined jerkins, studded leather
belt=;, tight felt bresches caught at the bot-
tom by the thongs af leather buskins com-
pleted the feudal resemblance,

A REFTGE FROM ARIATIC INVAILERS

In the mind's eye we were carried back
through the centuries to the martial fight
af the Movila brothers, with their women in
horse litters, their knights and men-at-arme,
hurrying to make a last stand in their moun-
tain stranghold against the savage invaders
from the East,

What a welcome sight those white walls
af Sucevita, crowned with high towers, must
have been for these Christian princes fleoinge
before the Asintic hordes (see illustration
page 437). Onee the huge porteaflis had
dropped behind them, the Prince’s family
and followers no doubt hastened to the
church, which stands in the center of the
fortress, to pray for deliverance.

For beauty and interest this church of
sucevitn has no peer in Romnnig, Kebuilt
in thesixteenth century by Jeremiah Maovila,
it remains unaltered and unravished by
time. The broad overhanging eaves of the
round shingled roof have protected from
ritin and snow the beautiful frescoes with
which the walls are adorned.

Agninst 3 jade-green background are
seven tiers of fréscoes—hermits, mirtyrs,
prophets, apostles, angels, and nrchangels—
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a strange and lovely symphony of primitive
blues, reds, greens, and bricht zold crowns:
and halos. OUn one side wall we were star-
tled to find a procession of Greek philoso-
phers side by side with the saints, Por-
traits of Sophocles, Socrates, and Plato
with dull gold crowne difiered little {rom
the saints.

In the chapel of the Movilas the walls
are decorated with portraits of the founders
and their families. Stone slnbe with Sla-
vimic inscription and Persian tracery cover
the tombs of all except Flizabeth, wife of
Jereminh, she who could not be buried here.
To Elimbeth, a beautiiul and ambitions
woman, s  attributed the death of her
brother-in-law, Simeon, that one of her sons
might reign.  Eventually she wis carried
uff to Constantinople by Turkish allies and
dishonored by being thrown into the harem
of one of the Agas, where she ended her
days.

In this room hangs a bronze chandelier
urnamented with ostrich eggs, a gift of her
hushand, Jeremiah, A small round box of
gilded silver which hangs in its center con-
tains 4 lock of Elizabeths Titian red hadr,
This she cot off and sent fram Constanti-
nople by one of her fmthiul servitors us n
griid-luck token o the monastery.,

In the museym were tomb coverings and
rich tissues, many of which were wronght
by the hantds of Elizabeth and her sister-in-
low, Marraret. Some of the rare Slavonic
manuseripts have sufiered slightly from the
damp ground in which they were buried
during the last war. Tt was with a fesling
of melancholy and regret that we left the
tranmquil hospitality of Sucevita, and re-
trocesd our steps along the swift stream to
a newer and busier world,

And so lie hidden in' the deep valleys of
the pine- and beech-clad Carpathions these
rare tregsures of  incomparable  benuty,
wrapped in an atmosphere of  medieval
legend amd romance, anly wailing to de-
fight him who has the cunosity to seek
them out.

Natice af change of address of Sowr Nationar Geocrarmic Macaztse showld
be received in the office of the National Geographic Socicty by the first of the month
te affect the following month's issue.  For imstance, if von dexire the address changod
for your June number, The Society should be notified of yowr new address wot Later

than May firsd,
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